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sition to the individualism of Mill and Spencer, justified the new
trends towards collectivism in public affairs.
Among the wider currents of political thought were two—
imperialism and social reform—of which the first subsequently
became dominant from 1886 to 1901 and the second ruled from
1905 to 1914. Each implied a positive view of the state, and they
were not necessarily opposed. But, though combined by Dis-
raeli at the outset, they proved rivals in the sequel; only a few
people took much interest in both. Imperialism in the seventies
was to some extent a revulsion away from Europe. The continent
between the Crimean and the Franco-Prussian wars had swollen
its armies to such a scale that Great Britain, which at the former
epoch played an important military part among great Powers,
was revealed at the latter as completely outclassed. We recorded
in Chapter I the shock which this administered to public opinion.
When he looked overseas and called in new worlds to redress the
balance of the old (as by bringing Indian troops to the Medi-
terranean), Disraeli applied a real salve to his countrymen's
wounded pride and alarm. After his death the single influence
which did most to develop the imperialist idea was the very power-
ful and popular book The Expansion of England, by Sir John
Seeley, who from 1869 to 1894 filled the chair of modern history
at Cambridge. Seeley, who was a specialist on the rise of Prussia
and the career of Napoleon, was a believer in the beneficence of
rule by the strong. But 'the full harvest of his sowing was not
reaped until the period following this.
Social reform had its roots in evangelical philanthropy—Dis-
raeli learned much from Lord Shaftesbury. This philanthropy
was still very active in the seventies. To take three examples,
it was in 1870 that Dr. T. J. Barnardo opened the first of his great
homes; between 1870 and 1875 that 'Hospital Sunday' and 'Hos-
pital Saturday' were successively established in Birmingham,
Manchester, Liverpool, and London;1 and in 1878 that the Rev.
William Booth, after thirteen years' evangelical mission-work
in the east end of London, founded the Salvation Army.2
1 'Hospital Sunday' in its primitive form as started by Canon Miller of Birming-
ham goes back to 1858. But it was its adoption in Manchester by the Rev. John
Henn in 1870 that really set the ball rolling.
* Its name dates only from 1880. 'Armies* were noticeably common about then;
thus a 'Blue Ribbon Army* (teetotal) had a great vogue from 1878; and in 1883
a 'Skeleton Army* was formed to fight the Salvationists. The Boys* Brigade, also,
dates from 1883.

